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The  Brown-Boveri  Corp.  of  Switzerland  was  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  to  supply  two  200,000-kw  turbogenerators  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  &  Power's  new  Haynes 
steam  plant.  The  Swiss  concern  won  with  a  bid  of  $9,- 
260,800  as  compared  to  the  lowest  American  bid  (by  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric)  of  $14,757,930.  The  first  unit  will  be 
ready  for  testing  at  the  plant  by  September  1962. 

The  award  received  approval  of  the  city  council  by  a 
vote  of  10-3.  Domestic  m.anufacturers  have  entered  strong 
protests  against  awarding  the  bid  to  a  foreign  producer 
on  the  basis  that  national  security  is  imperiled. 


Copper  prices  .moved  up  early  this  month  to  31'^d  per  pound — 
an  increase  of  6!4<;^  above  the  lowest  price  during  last 
year's  recession.  The  increase  reflects  im.proved  dom.es- 
tic  demand,  the  possibility  of  labor  trouble  later  this 
year  and  an  apparent  decision  on  the  part  of  foreign  pro¬ 
ducers  to  offer  their  output  in  world  m.arkots  rather  than 
pay  a  1 . 7i3'-per-lb  duty  to  the  U.  S.  From,  the  utility 
standpoint,  copper  v;ire  scrap  also  advanced  to  between 
26  and  27(?  a  pound,  enhancing  the  value  of  salvage 
operations . 


The  ti'uce  between  the  Springfield  (Ore.)  Municipal  Power 
Utility  and  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  is  over.  Ef¬ 
forts  to  take  over  the  PP&L  service  facilities  by  the 
city  were  called  off  prior  to  last  election  to  give 
voters  a  chance  to  miake  a  decision  on  a  bond  issue  to 
buy  out  PP&L  without  cam.paign  propaganda.  The  voters 
turned  the  bond  issue  down  and  now  the  city  officials 
are  out  to  win  public  opinion  to  their  view. 

In  another  private  vs  public  power  conflict,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  State  Senate  defeated  a  bill  that  would  prohibit 
construction  of  facilities  to  serve  now  customiers  located 
within  certain  distances  of  existing  substations  or  elec¬ 
trical  lines.  Seattle  City  Light  charged  that  the  bill 
was  a  punitive  action  aimed  at  preventing  the  m.unlcipal 
utility  from  serving  a  proposed  industrial  park  and  shop¬ 
ping  center  in  the  area  south  of  Seattle.  The  action 
could  be  a  rift  in  the  harmony  of  the  Puget  Sound  util¬ 
ity's  council,  which  includes  both  private  and  public 
power  organizations. 


In  Utah,  the  Moon  Lake  Electric  Assn.  Inc.  and  the  Uintah 
Basin  Telephone  Assn.  Inc.,  both  cooperatives,  are  seek¬ 
ing  a  writ  of  j^rohibition  from,  the  Utah  Suprom.e  Court  on 
a  proposal  of  the  state's  tax  comm.ission  to  tax  them  the 
same  as  investor-owned  utilities.  At  the  same  time,  the 
W'yom.ing  legislature  killed  a  bill  that  would  exempt 
municipally  owned  power  plants  from  state  ad  valorem, 
taxation.  The  Wyoming  Supreme  Court  had  previously 
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upheld  the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  ruling  that 
electric  plants  are  subject  to  taxation  except  that  por¬ 
tion  of  the  facilities  used  to  light  city  offices  and 
streets. 


Controversy  over  the  methods  of  using  advertising  in  public 
utility  operations  has  reached  the  state  level.  A  bill 
introduced  in  the  California  legislature  provides  that 
the  cost  of  advertising  or  literature  mailed  or  delivered 
to  users  of  gas  or  electricity  shall  not  be  included  as 
an  operating  expense  in  the  fixing  of  rates.  Introduced 
by  a  San  Francisco  assem.blyman  who  frankly  stated  that 
the  measure  was  aimed  at  private  power  companies,  the 
bill  would  prevent  the  Public  Utility  Com.mission  from 
permitting  private  power  com.panies  to  pass  on  advertising 
costs  to  the  custom.er.  A  similar  controversy  over  the 
use  of  advertising  by  investor-owned  companies  to  combat 
public  power  propaganda  is  being  debated  in  Washington 
by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service  and  the  Federal  Power 
Com.mission. 

Straw  in  the  wind — The  U.  S.  Supremo  Court  just  up¬ 
held  the  Treasury’s  policy  of  disallowing  as  business  ex¬ 
penses  advertisements  for  the  promotion  or  defeat  of 
legislation  in  a  case  where  alcoholic  beverage  dealers 
used  advertising  funds  in  dry  law  campaigns. 
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Leslie  A.  Hicks,  president  of  the  Hawaiian  Electric  Co.  and 
this  year’s  president  of  the  Pacific  Coast  Electrical 
Assn.,  has  announced  his  plans  to  retire  on  June  .30 — 
his  40th  anniversary  with  the  company.  He  has  been 
president  of  the  company  since  1943  and  has  presided 
over  a  company  growth  that  has  seen  revenues  triple 
since  1946. 


Linemen’s  wage  increase  of  13d  an  hour,  to  bring  the  scale 
up  to  $3.23,  becomes  effective  March  26  for  some  600 
mem.bers  of  Local  77,  IBEW,  under  a  now  contract  with 
Washington  Water  Power  Co. 


*  *  *  *  # 


The  Wyoming  PSC  has  authorized  Pacific  Power  &  Light  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  power  generating  facilities  in  the  Salt  Creek 
oil  field  from.  Pan-American  Petroleum.  Corp.  and  Shannon 
Gas  &  Electric  Co. 


Growth 


Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.  has  applied  to  the  Federal  Power 
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Con  f',]  nr,  i  on  for  a  lioonso  to  build  the  Meadows  project  on 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Lewis  River  watershed.  The 
initial  development  would  be  35,000  kw,  with  an  ultimate 
of  85,000  kw,  according  to  D.  R.  McClung,  PP&L  president. 


Water 

outlook 

poor 


The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Feb.  1  report  indicates 
an  extremely  poor  water  supply  outlook  for  the  spring 
and  summer  months  of  1959  for  the  State  of  Oregon.  A 
similar  report  for  the  State  of  California  indicates  be¬ 
low  normal  water  conditions  for  all  areas  of  the  state. 


Southern  California  Edison  has  awarded  a  contract  to  Cleav¬ 
er-Brooks  Special  Products  Inc.  of  Waukesha,  Wis.,  to 
build  equipment  for  converting  sea  water  to  fresh  water. 
The  equipm.ent  is  being  purchased  on  an  experimental 
basis,  and  will  supply  100,000  gal  of  water  daily  to  be 
used  for  make-up  water  at  the  Mandalay  plant. 


With  the  first  circuit  of  its  230-kv  line  completed,  10 
m.iles  long,  between  Oxbow  and  Brownlee  plant  sites, 

Idaho  Power  Co.  crews  have  started  the  Boise  to  American 
Falls  line.  Both  lines  are  on  steel  towers  and  strung 
with  steel  core  alum.inum,  conductor,  the  largest  ever 
used  on  the  company  system. 


:tc  sje 


Lighting  Dynamics  of  Whittier,  Calif.,  manufacturer  of  com¬ 
mercial  and  industrial  fluorescent  lighting  fixtures,  has 
been  sold  to  the  John  C.  Virden  Co. ,  Cleveland.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  Whittier  plant,  Virden  also  acquires  a  facil¬ 
ity  in  Dallas. 


Construction  has  been  started  in  Burbank,  Calif.,  on  a 
6,000-sq-ft  addition  to  Hydra  Electric  Inc.  The  firm 
miakos  pressure  switches. 


An  exp^anslon  move  is  scheduled  for  the  Lloyd  Sissell  Co. 

Inr*.  ,  Los  Angelos.  The  firm,  which  makes  electric  porce¬ 
lain  and  technical  ceramic  insulators,  expects  to  be  in 
a  nov;  plant  at  El  Monte,  Calif.,  by  May. 


New  division 


Anderson  Electric  Corp.  has  set  up  a  Special  Products  Di¬ 
vision  at  Birmingham,,  Ala.,  to  develop  diversified  elec¬ 
trical  products  for  use  by  industry,  electrical  equipment 
manufacturers  and  government.  The  new  division,  headed 
by  W.  N.  Davidson,  replaces  the  Manufacturers  Equipment 
Division. 


A  West  Coast  showroom  is  now  confirmed  news,  Edward  H.  R. 
Blitxer,  president  of  Lightol ier  Inc.,  says.  The  new 
showroom  will  be  built  at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  25th 
St. ,  Los  Angeles,  and  will  occupy  approximately  40,000 
sq  ft  for  building  and  parking  facilities.  Nat  Blumberg, 
vice-president  in  charge  of  West  Coast  operation,  will 
manage  i t . 
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Burndy  Corp.  will  acquire  _ H.  Bug^ie  Inc.  of  Toledo,  Ohio, 

maker  of  a  line  of  connectors  for  the  elect'^onics  market 
.  .  .With  completion  of  a  stock  excham>:o.  Economy  Fuse 
&_Mfg.  Co.  of  Chicago  is  now  officially  part  of  Federal 
Pacific  Electric  Co. 


Kaiser  Aluminum  &  Chemical  Corp.  has  announced  plans  to  move 
its  general  sales  office  from  Chicago  to  Oakland,  Calif., 
within  the  next  few  months.  The  move  will  put  all  its 
policy-making  groups  in  one  headquarters. 


General  Electric’s  Computer  Department  headquarters  and  lab¬ 
oratory  building  at  Phoenix  was  dedicated  by  Arizona’s 
Governor  Paul  Fannin  in  ceremonies  Feb.  25.  As  the  100.- 
000-sq-ft  building  was  opened,  workers  were  in  the  second 
week  of  a  manufacturing  facility  directly  behind  it. 

When  this  new  structure  is  completed  in  September,  the 
department  will  have  almost  250,000  sq  ft  in  the  Phoenix 
area. 


B.  H.  Boatner  has  been  named  president  of  Wostinghouse  Elec¬ 
tric  Supply,  succeeding  John  F.  Myers,  who  retires  after 
37  years  with  the  company. 


***>!<» 


With  announcement  of  the  newest  group  of  Gold  Medallion 
homes  in  Whittier,  Calif.  ,  Southern  California  Eriiscjn 
noted  that  it  had  completed  its  first  year  on  this  pnniio- 
tion  and  pronounced  it  an  unqualified  success.  A  quick 
tally  shows  a  total  of  11,209  Medallion  homos  in  the  Ed¬ 
ison  service  territory. 


Offering  $15  either  for  assistance  in  wiring  or  for  a  bonus 
to  the  salesmen  in  any  way  that  the  dealer  may  wish  to 
divide  it,  Idaho  Power  Co.’s  February  dryer  rromotion  wa'’, 
a  big  success.  The  company  spent  $9,000  in  sur.forl  of 
the  program,  plus  considerable  newspaper  advertising  and 
radio  and  television  spots. 


Nearly  nine  out  of  every  10  Tacoma  homes  do  their  cookir.g 
with  electricity,  John  D.  Ferguson,  superintendent  of  Ta¬ 
coma  City  Light,  reports.  The  exact  percenta  e,  he  says, 
is  89.6.  At  the  start  of  this  year,  49,482  electric 
ranges  were  in  service,  the  highest  total  ever  achieved 
by  the  utility.  Most  of  the  homes,  nearly  46,000.  also 
are  equipped  with  electric  water  heaters. 


Two  trainloads  of  electric  appliances  arrived  in  CaLil’ornia 
early  in  March.  A  100-car  load  of  major  appl  iances  bouti  ! 
for  Hotpoint  dealers  in  southern  California  m.ade  its 
first  stop  in  the  West  on  March  5  at  Apple  Valley,  where; 
it  was  met  by  a  delegation  of  100,  Including  members  of 
the  Hotpoint  Carload  Club,  distributors  and  the  press.  A 
two-mile-long  trainload  of  G-E  kitchen  and  laundry  appli¬ 
ances  valued  at  $5'/^  million  retail,  purchased  to  bring 
inventories  up  to  required  levels,  was  split  between 
northern  and  southern  California  dealers. 
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Robbed  of  conduit  in  truckload  lots  some  electrical  con¬ 
tractors  In  Los  Angeles  area  think  it  must  be  the  work 
of  a  major  crime  ring  (and  not  another  contractor  who 
bid  too  low).  Many  report  losses  of  from  500  to  1,500 
ft  and  two  had  between  35,000  and  40,000  ft  stolen 
each,  enough  to  require  two  10-ton  truckloads.  Many 
of  the  thefts  have  been  from  yards  and  warehouses. 


To  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  John  J.  Flynn  on  the  board 
of  Los  Angeles-Southern  California  Chapter  NECA,  W.  J. 
Carsten  of  South  San  Gabriel  was  appointed  when  Flynn 
retired.  He  will  be  chairman  of  the  apprenticeship  com¬ 
mittee,  formerly  held  by  the  late  Oscar  Chagnon. 

Other  L.  A.  Chapter  activities  include  a  study  to  see 
whether  members  may  save  by  leasing  trucks  and  cars  as 
a  group,  and  a  group  compensation  insurance  program. 


Alaska’s  now  state  legislature  has  a  bill  before  it  to 
establish  a  state  electrical  code  and  a  board  of  exam¬ 
iners  to  administer  it,  consisting  of  two  contractors, 
a  journeym.an  electrician,  an  engineer  representing  the 
National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters  and  the  state  labor 
commissioners.  The  bill  carries  provisions  for  license, 
bond,  fees  and  m.aterials  standards. 


The  1959  edition  of  the  National  Electrical  Code  is  moving 
toward  final  action  at  the  NFPA  annual  meeting  in  June 
and  It  will  be  published  in  September.  Important  changes 
in  the  new  code  include  a  new  numbering  system,  editorial 
revisions  and  rearrangements  to  clarify  the  text  and  make 
it  easier  to  use.  The  intent  is  not  to  be  changed.  NFPA 
will  publish  the  proposed  text  as  part  of  its  Advance 
Reports,  which  will  be  available  about  April  15.  Others 
than  m.embers  of  code-making  panels  may  obtain  copies  at 
$1.25  each  from  NFPA  office,  60  Batterym.arch  St., 

Boston  10. 


Another  bite  Hungry  for  taxes,  most  of  the  state  legislatures  are  con- 

sidering  bills  that  would  tax  non-resident  contractors 
and  m.anufacturers  for  the  volume  of  business  they  do  in 
their  states.  It  is  something  to  take  into  account  in 
bidding  on  future  work.  The  Supreme  Court  recently  made 
a  ruling  that  permits  it.  States  may  even  demand  tax  on 
the  over-all  profit  of  a  company. 


Those  bills  are  not  the  only  ones  that  will  affect  contrac¬ 
tors.  In  Utah  the  contractor  registration  and  examina¬ 
tion  bill  is  being  toyed  with  and  there  is  an  inspector 
bill  to  set  up  a  state  inspector.  In  California  among 
the  more  than  300  bills  introduced  some  50  affect  con¬ 
tracting.  These  Include  financial  responsibility,  lien 
law,  trust  fund  of  contract  money,  bonding  of  contrac¬ 
tors,  engineers'  and  architects’  bills  to  restrict  the 
amount  of  designing  contractors  can  do  to  very  small  jobs 
and  bills  to  tighten  up  on  diversion  of  funds  and  owner- 
builder  work.  There  are  also  proposed  regulation  of 
school  and  public  works  jobs  and  something  to  clarify  the 
issue  of  fees  by  a  city  for  inspection. 


An  Inland  Eir.pire  Chapter  of  NISA  (National  Industrial  Ser¬ 
vice  Assn.)  was  started  in  Spokane  recently  with  about 
12  members.  Officers  were  to  be  elected  in  March. 


With  the 
Contractors 
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Annual  Motor  Winding  Contest  among  high  school  students  in 
San  Diego  was  kicked  off  on  March  2  at  the  Electric  Club 
of  San  Diego.  Norman  Ferguson,  California  Electric 
Works,  was  chairman  of  the  day  and  Walter  A.  Zitlau, 

San  Diego  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  mechanical  engineer,  spoke 
to  the  40  student  guests  and  their  sponsors  to  start  the 
contest. 


A  reimbursement  of  $100  is  being  offered  by  PUD  No.  1,  Che¬ 
lan  County,  Wash.,  for  installation  of  a  200-amp  or 
larger  service  entrance  on  existing  residential  dwell¬ 
ings.  Specifications  have  been  set  up  in  detail  to  give 
such  a  home  a  capacity  for  a  minimum  of  24  usable  cir¬ 
cuits. 


San  Joaquin  Valley  Chapter  of  NECA  re-elected  last  year’s 
officers  at  its  annual  meeting  in  Stockton.  They  include 
J.  E.  McCarty,  Bright  Spot  Electric,  president;  A.  J. 
Massa,  Con  J.  Franke  Electric,  vice-president;  John  No- 
mellini,  Collins  Electric,  treasurer;  Glen  Bockmon,  Bock- 
mon  &  Womble  Electric,  chapter  governor;  and  George  W. 
Flint,  association  manager. 


Electrical  Industry  (Bid)  Depository  of  California  in  San 
Francisco  elected  William  Mohrdick,  Mohrdick  Electric 
Co.,  as  its  president,  Paul  Marin  of  Charles  B.  Farrow 
Inc.,  vice-president.  Dean  W.  Skanderup,  Decker  Electric 
Construction  Co.,  secretary-treasurer,  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  February.  J.  C.  Abbett,  Robert  Hupp,  Fay 
Lemoge  (died  March  4),  A.  H.  McAuley,  Guido  MenicuccI 
and  Noble  A.  Wright  were  named  directors. 


A  new  electrical  contractors  section  has  been  set  up  in  the 
Sacramento  Valley  Electric  League  and  its  first  meeting 
was  attended  by  84.  Temporary  chairman  appointed  was 
Verne  Gill  of  Capital  WTiolesale  Electric;  J.  D.  O'Connor. 
Luppen  &  Hawley,  vice-chairm.an;  Anson  Boyd,  Sunbeam 
Lighting,  promotion  chairman;  Ray  Gatejen,  membership; 

Tom  Garvey,  Incandescent  Supply,  attendance;  Bill  Hagen, 
Zinsco.  program  chairman;  and  Harry  O’Laughlin,  SMUD, 
secretary-treasurer .  It  was  formed  that  the  league  might 
serve  the  contractor  section  of  the  industry  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  wiring,  lighting  and  electrical  equipment.  It 
holds  separate  meetings  but  joins  in  the  annual  Christmas 
party.  Golf  Day  and  dinner  dance. 


Sacramento  Certified  Lighting  Bureau’s  second  annual  Light- 
0-Ram.a,  a  commercial-industrial  lighting  show,  was  held 
at  Hotel  Senator  March  4  and  5  with  exhibits  by  16  m.ajor 
manufacturers  of  lighting  equipment.  Adm.ission  was  free 
to  stimulate  interest  in  new  lighting  for  the  customers 
of  those  participating  in  the  courses. 


Its  tenth  class  on  certified  lighting  will  start  April  7, 
the  Certified  Lighting  Assn,  of  Los  Angelos  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Electric  League  has  announced.  In  the 
annual  report  of  the  Electric  League  it  was  noted  that 
two  sessions  were  held  during  1958,  the  first  in  April 
and  May,  the  last  October  and  November  with  T.  H.  Shep¬ 
herd  and  Roy  H.  Kreyser  of  the  Departm.ent  of  Water  & 
Power  directing  the  course.  About  350  completed  the 
courses  and  another  40  is  expected  in  the  April  one. 
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lawmakers 


Council  cases 


Coordinators 


Association 

Affairs 


Enabling  Ernest  Krarrm.  Northern  California,  NEC^ ,  Chapter 
manager,  to  serve  as  legislative  advocate  for  the  Cali- 
forni a-Nevada  Conference  of  NECA  Chapters,  the  latter  is 
helping  finance  an  assistant  for  Kramm  to  serve  particu¬ 
larly  the  Alameda  County  group.  He  is  Matt  Gallagher, 
recently  mianager  of  the  plumbing  association  and  before 
that  manager  of  the  Santa  Barbara  Chapter  of  NECA. 


Electrical  Joint  Industry  Board  of  Arizona  is  justly  proud 
of  its  m.embers  and  the  members  of  the  industry  who  con¬ 
ducted  educational  supervisory  training  courses  in  Flag¬ 
staff  and  Prescott.  The  seven-hour  Saturday  sessions 
were  held  alternately  in  the  two  cities,  requiring  a  200- 
or  300-milo  trip  once  a  month  by  the  instructors  from. 
Phoenix.  They  included  Jervis  D.  Brown,  Graybar;  James 
A.  Lee,  Sperry  Rand;  Albert  Wendt,  electrical  contractor; 
and  Arthur  Gutenberg,  college  professor  and  business  con¬ 
sultant.  Dr.  Gutenberg  himself  traveled  over  1,000  miles 
to  organize  the  courses. 


Seattle.  Pasco  and  Las  Vegas  had  cases  before  the  Council  on 
Industrial  Relations  for  the  electrical  contracting  in¬ 
dustry  at  the  Washington  meeting  in  February.  Seattle's 
issue  was  over  the  hiring  hall  procedure,  taken  there  at 
the  request  of  IBEW  Local  46,  whereas  the  contractors 
opposed  it.  The  issue  involved  in  the  other  cases  has 
not  been  announced  nor  are  the  decisions  of  the  Council 
yet  been  made  known. 


The  hiring  hall  or  referral  procedure  is  far  from  being 
settled  among  the  various  contractor  associations  and 
locals  of  the  union.  Meanwhile,  severe  "Brown-Olds”  de¬ 
cisions  have  been  given  against  operating  engineers  in 
Houston  and  even  Morgan  Electric,  a  Seattle  firr,  has  had 
charges  against  it  and  Local  640  of  Phoenix,  Arlz.,  by  a 
former  employee. 


District  conferences  of  NECA  chapters  are  proving  a  fine 
coordinator  between  chapter  activities.  The  recent  Dis¬ 
trict  8  meeting  in  Salt  Lake  City  under  Vice-president 
A.  L.  Rowe  of  Great  Falls  acquainted  all  with  the  new 
field  service  regional  setup,  a  new  NECA  film  to  be  shown 
to  power  companies  to  toll  the  advantages  of  using  con¬ 
tractors  for  utility  construction  as  well  as  discussing 
chapter  activities.  The  next  district  council  will  be 
held  at  the  tri -district  meeting  June  22-24  at  Glacier 
Park.  The  Cal ifornia-Nevada  Conference  meets  in  Oakland 
March  20  and  21  and  state  legislation  will  probably  be 
the  m.ajor  topic.  The  Northwest  District  Conference  is 
scheduled  for  Portland  April  17  and  18. 


«  ❖  sjt 


Charlc^M.  Tabor,  larson-Hogue  Electric  Co.,  Los  Angeles, 
was"  elected  president  of  the  Electrical  Maintenance  Engi- 
neer^  Assn,  of  Southern  California  at  its  annual  election 
Feb.  18.  Serving  with  him  will  be  Paul  H.  Henrichs, 
Southern  California  Edison  Co.,  first  vice-president; 
Frank  R.  Tharp.  Electric  Machinery  Maintenance  Co.,  sec- 
onii  vice-president;  and  William  E.  Cline,  General  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.,  secretary-treasurer.  Three  new  board  members 
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were  elected,  Ernest  Burgess,  Harvey  Aluminum  Division; 
Lloyd  A.  Gates,  Department  of  Water  &  Power;  and  William. 
Paluska,  Albert  C.  Martin  &  Associates. 


Dates  for  Nevada  and  Utah  Chapters,  lAEI,  annual  meetings, 
after  considerable  juggling  to  avoid  conflicting  affairs, 
were  definitely  set.  The  Utah  Chapter  inspectors  will 
meet  at  Newhouse  Hotel,  Salt  Lake  City,  Monday,  April  20. 
The  Nevada  Chapter  has  scheduled  its  preliminary  to  begin 
Friday,  April  17,  with  the  meeting  itself  the  full  day 
Saturday,  the  18th,  and  a  short  organization  meeting  of 
the  new  officers  on  the  19th.  Word  from  the  Idaho  Chap¬ 
ter  has  not  been  heard  but  efforts  were  being  made  to 
hold  it  either  the  Wednesday  previous  or  after  these  two 
meetings.  The  Rocky  Mountain  Chapter  spring  meeting  was 
held  March  5  and  6  in  the  Continental-Denver  Motor  Hotel. 
.  .  The  Tri-Chapter  (Northern  California,  Central  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  Sacramento  Valley)  meeting  has  been  set  tenta¬ 
tively  for  May  16  at  Monterey. 


Westerners  on  the  program  for  the  annual  convention  of  Na¬ 
tional  Industrial  Service  Assn,  in  Montreal,  Canada,  May 
17-20,  include  Past  President  William  M.  Hogue,  Larsen- 
Hogue  Electric  Co.,  Los  Angeles;  Dr.  Henry  Lee,  Epoxylito 
Corp. ,  El  Monte;  and  Carl  Lundberg,  Cascade  Machinery 
Co. ,  Seattle. 


A  convention  of  **800  BEE-U-TEE-FULLL  Nurses*'  at  Banff  is  re¬ 
ported  as  an  additional  inducem.ent  to  attend  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Regional  Conference  of  lES  May  26-30.  The 
South  Pacific  Region  is  skipping  its  conference  this  year 
because  the  National  Technical  Conference  will  be  in  San 
Francisco  Sept.  7-11.  Plans  for  that  event  are  rapidly 
developing  under  a  large  com,mittee.  No  word  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  of  details  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Region  conference 
in  Denver  May  11-12. 


Electrical  Maintenance  Conference  of  the  EMEA  of  California 
presents  an  opportunity  for  those  attending  during  its 
three  days,  March  24-26,  to  cover  any  single  or  multiplf^ 
group  of  subjects  being  offered.  Program  subjects  will 
be  repeated  at  evening  sessions  if  requested  by  those 
registering.  A  banquet  will  be  held  the  evening  of  March 
25  at  Rodger  Young  Auditorium.  The  conference  itself 
will  be  held  at  the  Los  Angeles  Furniture  Mart  building. 
The  subjects  covered  will  include  cofle,  control  and  auto¬ 
mation,  industrial  power  system.s,  maintenance  of  equip¬ 
ment,  lighting,  estim.ating.  W.  F.  Cline  Is  conf(?rence 
chairman. 


San  Francisco's  huge  Cow  Palace  isn’t  big  enough  to  house 
all  the  exhibits  for  the  Western  Electronic  Show  and  Con¬ 
vention  Aug.  18-21  and  additional  facilities  are  being 
developed  in  adjacent  buildings  to  increase  the  space. 
Last  year  at  Los  Angeles  there  were  901  booths,  in  1957 
in  San  Francisco  753,  The  convention  will  be  handled  by 
the  Seventh  Region  of  the  Institute  of  Radio  Engineers. 


New  edition  of  the  lES  Lighting  Handbook  is  to  be  published 
in  March  following  intensive  re-editing  to  bring  it  up  to 
date  with  the  new  developm.ents  in  lighting  since  the  1952 
second  edition.  It  will  be  sold  at  -SIO  per  copy. 
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RMEL  Notes 


From  The  Desk  of  J,  E,  Wilson.  President 
Rocky  Mountain  Electrical  League 


Plans  are  well  under  way  for  the  RMEL  Spring  Conference,  to 
be  held  in  Denver,  April  19-20.  Kenneth  G.  Eaton,  Ana¬ 
conda  Wire  &  Cable  Co.,  is  general  conference  chairman; 
George  Hall,  General  Electric  Co.,  is  vice  chairman. 
Section  chairmen  this  year  are:  accounting  committee, 

F.  William  Beier,  Colorado  Central  Power  Co.  ;  adequate 
wiring  committee,  Howard  S.  Smith,  Colorado  Central  Power 
Co.;  engineering  committee,  W.  L.  Kelly,  General  Elec¬ 
tric;  information  committee,  L.  H.  Albee,  General  Elec¬ 
tric;  sales  and  promotion  committee,  S.  W.  Huntsman, 
Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado. 

Dedication  of  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.’s  Dave  Johnston 
steam-electric  plant  near  Glenrock,  Wyo.,  on  Dec.  20, 
1958,  was  a  huge  success.  Wonderful  tribute  was  paid  to 
Dave  Johnston,  a  true  pioneer  of  the  electric  utility 
industry  in  Wyoming. 


Jan.  22  was  a  red-letter  day,  or  maybe  it  was  a  gold  letter, 
for  Home  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Greeley,  Colo.  On  this  day, 
the  company  held  a  dinner  party  for  the  directors,  offi¬ 
cers,  employees  and  wives  {or  husbands)  to  celebrate  the 
occasion  of  its  50th  anniversary.  Chairman  of  the  Board 
H.  W.  Farr  and  President  Warren  A.  Terry  addressed  the 
group.  Robert  T.  Person  and  J.  E.  Wilson,  the  only  out¬ 
siders  present,  made  short  congratulatory  speeches. 

National  Electrical  Week  was  well  observed  in  the  Denver 
metropolitan  area  this  year.  Governor  Stephen  L.  R. 
McNichols  issued  a  proclamation  calling  on  all  citizens 
to  observe  and  recognize  the  contributions  made  by  the 
electrical  industry  to  productivity  and  better  living  in 
Colorado.  Robert  T.  Person,  newly  elected  president  of 
Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado,  was  principal  speaker  at 
the  Denver  Chamber  of  Commerce  luncheon  on  Feb.  13. 

RMEL’s  first  sales  and  promotion  campaign  "Modern  Laundry" 
started  Feb.  15  and  continues  to  April  30.  We  are  re¬ 
ceiving  good  and  active  participation  by  many  distribu¬ 
tors,  dealers  and  salesmen.  This  activity  is  financed 
by  15  laundry  equipment  distributors  and  Public  Service 
Co.  of  Colorado,  Colorado  Central  Power  Co.,  Colorado 
Farm  Power  Council,  Rocky  Mountain  Gas  Assn,  and  RMEL. 


RMEL  was  one  of  the  exhibitors  at  the  Feb.  19-20  Air  Con¬ 
ditioning  and  Ventilating  Clinic,  jointly  sponsored  by 
Colorado  State  University  and  Colorado  Farm  Power 
Council. 


The  Rocky  Mountain  Chapter,  Western  section.  International 
Association  of  Electrical  Inspectors,  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  Denver  March  5-6.  Attendance  this  year  was 
116,  compared  to  35  last  year.  This  speaks  well  for  the 
efforts  of  the  officers  and  program  chairmen.  It  be¬ 
hooves  all  segments  of  the  electrical  industry  to  offer 
support  and  cooperation  to  the  inspectors  who  are  so 
necessary  a  part  of  the  electrical  industry. 


Denver  and  Colorado  department  stores  sales  soared  21% 
above  the  year-ago  level  in  the  week  ended  Feb.  28. 

Many  new  housing  starts  are  being  made  and  the  business 
outlook  is  good. 
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N*.  12  ■■  t  MIMS 


Right  off  the 


1 .  A  new  telety  i  lewriter  can  |  irint 
3,(X)0  words  a  minute  and  has  a 
theoretical  top  siieed  of  5()(),(XKJ. 

2.  Work  has  begun  on  a  pilot 
model  of  a  device  for  generating 
electricity  from  the  controlled 
fusion  of  hydrogen  at  a  temjiera- 
ture  of  about  one  hundred  mil¬ 
lion  degrees. 

y 

3.  A  new  industrial  pump  has  a 
piston  that  moves  only  a  frac¬ 
tion  of  an  inch,  but  at  the  rate 
of  sixty  cycles  |)er  stn-ond.  It  luis 
no  outside  ojienings  and  cannot 
leak. 

& 

4.  The  "world’s  first’’  atomic 
house  heating  installation  is 
being  built  underground  in  a 
suburb  of  Stockholm. 

5.  "  Hydrogasification’’  Ls  a  one- 
step  proci'ss  that  product's  gas 
din*ctly  from  oil  shale  with  an 
efficiency  of  over  ninety  |>er 
cent. 

6.  A  radar  target  made  for  small 
iKiats  rt^duces  the  risk  of  their 
being  run  down  by  large  vessels 
and  al.so  makes  it  easier  for  them 
to  be  found  when  in  distress. 

7.  Heat  radiation  in  amounts  as 
.small  as  one-twentieth  of  a  bil¬ 
lionth  of  a  watt  can  be  detectfid 
by  a  new  in-strument. 

& 

8.  A  traffic  signal  on  whet'Is  is 
battery  operatt*d  and  can  lx*  set 
up  anywhere. 

is 

9.  Tin*  treads  made  of  a  new 
synthetic  rublx*r  art'  said  to  bt' 
forty  iKTctmt  more  durable  than 
those  made*  of  natural  rublxT. 

10.  Power  is  tran.smitti'd  totwoof 
the  world’s  largest  coal-digging 
machines  through  3  conductor, 
7500-volt,  Simplex  TIKKX 
shovel  cables. 


11.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five 
skilled  workers  will  be  replaced 
by  a  new  automatic  tester  for 
transistors  which  will  also  make 
fewer  errors. 

& 

12.  A  new  metal-working  plant 
will  Ix'  air-tight  and  metals  will 
lx*  fabricatt'd  at  high  tem|x.'ru- 
tunis  in  an  atmosphere'  of  argon. 

o 

13.  A  thret'-dinx'nsional  mobile 
radar  shows  the  diri'ction.  dis¬ 
tance'  and  height  of  aircraft. 

14.  A  battt'ry  charger  for  out¬ 
board  motors  u.s»  s  the  ge'nerator 
of  the  towing  car  while  the  Ixiat 
is  on  the  traih'r. 

15.  Karphontrs  that  camel  out¬ 
side  noises  by  ert'ating  neiifraliz- 
ing  .sound  wave's  are*  Ix'ing  list'd 
ex|x*rime*ntal!y  b\  the  Army. 

£«? 

Further  information  on  these 
news  items  and  on  Simplex 
cable  is  available  freim  any 
Simplex  office.  Please  be 
spt'cific  in  your  requests. 

& 

1().  Hoinejs  may  he  lighte*d, 
he-ate*d  and  ctMiIetl  e*le*i  trically  by 
mt'ans  of  a  ty|x*  of  panel  now 
Ix'ing  ele*ve'lo|K*d. 

& 

17.  A  re*ading  aiel  ftir  the*  blind 
tran.slate*s  e*ach  printe*<l  le*ttt*r 
into  a  dilTe're'iit  musical  note;. 

is 

18.  An  unde*rgroiind  hospital  is 
to  lx*  built  which  will  have*  fi.50 
beds.  It  is  to  lx*  comple*te*el  in 
19fi(). 

& 

19.  Molten  stdphur  will  be* 
pum(xxl  up  from  a  de*pth  of 
2,(KK)  feet  unde*r  the*  flexir  of  the* 
(lUlf  of  Mexico.  ’I'lie*  installation 
is  Ix'ing  made  .seven  mile's  off  the- 
Louisiana  e-oast  and  the*  liejuid 
will  be  pum|xxl  to  shore  for 
refining. 


20.  New  gallery-ty[)e  railre.-ad 
pas.senger  coaches  and  imrlor 
cars  are  being  used  for  medium- 
haul  .“X'rvice.  'The  bi-level  stream¬ 
liners,  diwigntxl  for  high  capacity 
and  low  weight  per  seat,  use 
Simplex  Car  Wire  througheiut. 

w 

21.  Growing  under  artificial  sun¬ 
light,  a  new  strain  of  algae  mul¬ 
tiplies  a  thoiLsandfold  in  a  day. 

22.  Fungi  may  have  lxx*n  the* 
first  living  spae-e  travelers.  It  has 
lxx*n  femnd  that  some  s|x)rt*s  i-an 
exist  in  a  vacuum  ecpial  to  that 
in  infe'rplanetary  spac-e. 


Transatlantic  Concert 
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SIMPLEX  WIRE  a  CABLE  CO. 
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FRONT  ENTRANCE  of  L-M's  big  Visalia,  California  plant.  This 
is  the  latest  of  1 1  L-M  plants  throughout  the  country.  This  $1  V4 
million  plant  provides  65,000  square  feet  for  winding,  assem¬ 


bly  and  testing  of  L-M  Round-Wound  transformers,  and  the 
20-acre  site  offers  adequate  space  for  future  expansion. 


Here  L-M  Round -Wound®  Transformers 
Are  Western-Made  For  Western  Power 


By  WAYNE  G.  SHELLY  Factory  Manager 


®  LINE  MATERIAL  Industries 


M  c  G  R  A  W 


EDISON 


COMPANY 


Western  Sales  Offices: 

Boise  Denver  Phoenix  Sacramento  Seattle  Spokane 

Butte  los  Angeles  Portland  Salt  Lake  City  San  Francisco  Visalia 

DISTRIBUTION  TRANSFORMfHS  •  KYLf  RtClOSERS  AND  OIL  SWITCHES  •  FUSE  CUTOUTS  AND  FUSE  LINKS  •  LIGHTNING  ARRESTERS  •  POWER  SWITCHING  EQUIPMENT 
PACKAGED  SUBSTATIONS  •  CAPACITORS  •  REGULATORS  •  OUTDOOR  LIGHTING  •  LINE  CONSTRUCTION  MATERIALS  •  PORCELAIN  INSULATORS  •  FIBRE  PIPE  AND  CONDUIT 


V\c  WL'slcrn  mcmhcrs  of  the  I  inc  Material 
organization  are  proial  of  the  produetion 
records  in  our  \  isaha,  California  plant.  We 
are  gratilied  by  tlie  friendly  cooperation  we 
liave  received  from  our  neighbors  in  Visalia,  and  pleased 
by  tlie  generous  support  we  have  been  given  by  tlie  electric 
pitwer  industry  in  Ihe  West. 


I  he  plant  has  been  in  operation  nearly  two  years.  It  is 
operated  by  folks  wlio  live  in  and  around  Visalia.  These 
men  and  women  were  specially  trained  right  liere,  by  I  ine 
Material  engineers,  even  before  the  plant  opened. 


W  e  cordially  invite  engineers,  members  of  the  power  in¬ 
dustry.  and  students  and  faculty  of  teelmieal  schools  to 
visit  us  when  you  are  in  the  vicinity.  If  you  are  interested 
in  I, me  Material  products,  any  of  the  many  l.-M  Sales 
iFlliees,  lield  engineers,  and  apparatus  and  lighting  special¬ 
ists  will  be  glad  tL>  work  witli  you. 


FINAL  TESTING  of  Round-Wound  distribution  transformers.  Every 
transformer  is  fully  tested,  ond  a  complete  record  of  test  data  on  each 
individual  unit  is  permanently  filed. 


